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pagale [dcmetlic animals}. The country then became so rich and so beautiful that
the inhabitants, on observing how magnificent it was, would often say: "If the
" West form the tail of the bird which is represented by the inhabited portion of
" the earth, that bird must be a peacock; for its beauty lies in its tail." The
inhabitants, being then in the enjoyment of complete welfare, took the city of
Toledo for the capital of their empire and for their House of Wisdom; having chosen
it because it was in the center of the land. It appeared to them a matter of the
highest importance that their city should be well fortified, in order to preserve it
from the attacks of those people who might hear of its prosperity. On looking round,
they could discover no people inclined to envy their comfort except such as were living
in misery and indigence, and those were the Arabs and the Berbers. Fearing lest
their island, which they had so well cultivated, might be attacked by them, they de-
cided on having a talisman formed, by means of which these two races of men might
be kept away, and they caused astronomical observations to be made for that purpose.
But, as the Berbers were in their neighbourhood, being separated from them only
bya strait of the sea, bands of those people used to pass over into Spain, The coarse-
ness of their manners and the singularity of their aspect served to increase the
aversion in which the Greeks held them, and prevented that people from forming
any connexion with them, either as allies by marriage or as neighbours. This feeling
took so strong a root in their minds that hatred for the Berbers seemed to be an
inherent disposition of their nature. When the Berbers were aware of this hostile
feeling towards them and perceived the dislike in which they were held by the
people of Spain, they began to look on them with hatred and jealousy; so that you
will not now find a Spaniard who does not detest the Berbers, nor a Berber who
does not hale the Spaniards. The Berbers, however, stand more in need of the Spa-
niards than these do of them, so many things being to be found in Spain which are
not to be had in the country of the Berbers. In an island called Kddis [Cadiz], and
situated in the western part of the island of Spain, was a Greek king who had an
extremely handsome daughter, The renown of her beauty reached the kings
of Spain, for there was a great number of them in thaj country; every town or every
two tovfeft'had a separate king, and all these sovereigns treated each other as equals.
The Spanish kings asked her in marriage, and her father, fearing that, If he gavfe
her to one, he should oflfead all the-others, was uncertain what to do, and sent for
his daughter (in order to wnwlt far]. Wisdom was then inherent in the character